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DVDs
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Not all DVDs are created equal. The hunt for better image,
sound, extras and language options can span the globe

BRENT FOSTER CANWEST NEWS SERVICE
Think you own a lot of DVDs? Gary Tooze shares his Mississauga, Ont, home with 4,000 DVDs= a third
of them international — and offers comparisons of about 1,000 on his website, www.DVDBeaver.com.



Foreign affairs: Not all DVDs are created equal
The hunt for better imade, sound, extras and languade options can span the globe

JEFF HEINRICH, The Gazette
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& couple ofyears ago, Vincent Legendre gottired [ deigiieytell <= gil3ps]

of watching DWDs in Enalish. P PO L o —
He likes classic horror movies like Cracula and

Might of the Living Dead, and wanted to hear .
them dubhed in French. Doseca
Trouble was, the wersions sold on DWD in

Canadawere anly in English, with French
subtitles.

So Legendre went shopping abroad, onling.

"fou go on the Internet and you can find French-
language dubs, no problem - you just have to
order them from France,” said Legendre, 31, &
Beauport bookstore owner.

He's one of a growing number of film collectors
wha are loaking outside Marth America for their
O D fi,

The advantages are many, aficionados say. They
can find films that have gone out of print here, get
hetter-guality transfers with hetter extras, find the

language they like and get better prices,

The only impediment: the region-coding system
designed by major studios and DWD-player
manufacturers to make fareign OVDs unplayahle
here. But there's an easy way around that.

Allittakes iz a DVD plaver that can play all
regions. Cnce guite castly, they're now availahle
hewy far as little a5 $30 at chains like Best Buy
and La Source (Circuit ity Better yet, at no cost
atall and in a matter of seconds, people can
hack their own plaver to play DWDs regardless of

iews Larger Image

Think wou oven s ot of DYDs? Gary Tooze
shares hiz Mizsizzauga, Ort. home with

Thelrangin; 4,000 DVDs- & third of them international -
It's SDmEthing the t”g studios and distributors and offers Cgmparisgns of about 1 I|:||:||:| an
frowen on. Coupled with dowenloading and pirating, hiz weehsite, v DY DBEeaver com.
buying from foreign wehsites is cutting into their Photograph by BREMT FOSTER,
sales. CAMWEST MEWS SERYICE

CWD and videocassette wholesalers posted §1.8
billion in revenues in 2004-200%, no maore than in
2003-2004, a Statistics Canada survey found last
August. Meanwhile, online sales are on the rise.
Another StatzCan study shows that in 20045,
Canadians placed almost 50 million arders for
goods and semvices online, totalling §7.9 billiaon -
and 13 per cent hought DWDs.

Andwith 87 per cent of Canadian families noww
owning OVD plavers, the potential for DYD sales from foreign markets is growing, too,

To stem the tide, Morth American DVD producers make a point to keep releasing world cinema titles here.
Sony Pictures Classics and Miramax, aswell as smaller, respected plavers like Criterion and First Run
Features, all sell foreign films.

So do specialty distributars in Canada like Toronto's Monorel Media and Montreal's Christal Filmes, wehich
dubs LS. hits like Crash into French.

But collectars can'twait. They're looking further afield than their local video store.

Ottawea maogazine-store clerk Pat Pilon became a fan of Asian cinema after teaching English in South
karea for two years. By looking outside Canada for his favaurite titles, Pilon has kept his passion alive.

Fecently, he got his hands on a new Hong Kong fantasy horror flick that's unavailable here. It's called Gwai
il (Re-Cocle)d, by the Fang Brothers.

"It's areat, it's amazing," said Filan, 26, who reviews filims for Rewind and Worldwide 0WD Farumes, twio
British wehsites.

"But of course ifit's released inthe LS. at all, it'll take at least two or three years. And that's a lang time to
wait”

Foreign production companies are eager to feed the need.



"There is interest in aur titles from Morth America,
thanks largely to Internet retailers who have
rmade it relatively easy to obtain international
CvDs " said Steve Lewis, DWD manager far
Aificial Bye, a respected LK. production
COMPAny.

"DD camparizan and review sites have made
huyers maore discerning about the versions they
buy " he said. "Enthusiasts often take the trouble
to checkwhich edition offers the optimum quality
or the most comprehensive extra features. And
they'll order that version, no matter which country
it's releazed in”

When Montreal DWD distributor Rejean Fage
couldnt find a French-dub here of the hit TV
series 24, he ordered it from Amazon in France.
Same for Lost "vou can only get Season 1 in
French - the restwas never done " said Page, a
buyer forYideoglobe 1 Inc., in 5t Laurent.

Aside from Warner Bros., no major U3, studio

takes the trouble and expense to dub T series

and movies into French in Quebec, Page said.

And even when made-in-Guebec dubs do exist-

like the French audio wversion of the original Star Trek TV series, recarded in Maontreal in the 19705 - you
can only get them on DVDs from France or Belgiom.

Collectars enjoy the hunt, though, and tracking down films unavailable here is part of the fun.

mMovies that have long been aut-of-print are high on theirwish lists. Filling the need are small upstarts like
Second Run, in England, which has won rave reviews for its all-region transfers of eastern European titles
like Konkurs, Milos Forman's firstfilm; and Passenger, the Andrzej Munk classic.

Some films simply look hetter and have better extras in foreign versions, like the new special-edition
release by Studio Canal and Optimuom of Don't Look Moy, the 1973 Anglo-italian thriller set in Yenice.

Other filims are prized for not being censored. Inthe LS., Stanley Kubrick's Eves Wide Shut had its B5-
second orgy scene digitally altered to gualify for an MC-17 rating. Inthe UK. and France, the scene is left
intact.

Saome purists take issue with the audio on fareign DVD s it can sound slightly sped up, with the pitch of
voices higher and the music a hit up-tempo. That's because many OWVDs made outside the Americas - in
Europe, Hong Eong and elsewhere - are recorded in a video format called PAL, which plays four per cent
faster. But most people don't notice the difference.

The hottam line?

Linlimited choice is a lot better than no choice, said Gary Tooze, founder of DYDBeaver, one of the hest
international DVD websites.

Tooze, 44, remembers what home viewing was like before the advent of DVDs, Growing up in Toronto, he'd
ug & projectar and spools of 35-millimetre prints home from the poblic library. Twas the only way to see
old favourites like The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes.

[ the 18805, Tooze started buying laserdiscs, and inthe 19905 he got into the first DYD s, The new media
opened up a new world of foreign films o him, and he started awehsite and listsery for fellow enthusiasts.
Five yvears ago, nagoed by a friend, he finally boudght an all-region OVD player, allowing him to review DYVDs
manufactured outside Morth America.



In the basement of his Mississauga, Ont. home,
Tooze has maore than 4,000 DWDs, and on his
wehsite he offers comparisons of about 1,000 of
them. Albout ane-third of the films are
manufactured abroad.

Cther sites like DWVD Compare dn the LKD), DVD
Aficionado {in the L) and DWD-Basen {in the
Metherlands) also provide detailed comparisons.
CWDBeaver's strength is screen captures. Tooze
takes DVDs of the same film from different
manufacturers, isolates specific frames from
each ane, and displays them side by side so
viewvers can see forthemselves which is better.

The production differences are sometimes so
pronounced, a foreign buy is a must. Who would
hawe known, for example, that the L3, Columbia-
Tristar release of The Scent of Green Fapaya, the
French-Yietnamese classic of 1993, looks like
mush compared with the same film transferred to
WD in France by Gaumont?

The reasons for guality diferences are many:
what state the print ofthe ariginal film was in,
whether it was restored hefare transfer to OVD,

wehat digital bitrate the transferwas done at {the higher the better), whetherthe digital imadge was then
cleaned up to remaove dirt, staing and scratches, whether the film is displayed at the original aspect ratio or
is cropped, and whether the ariginal audio has been cleaned up by remastering. For foreign-language

films, accurate subtitles are important, too.

Truly passionate filim fans pay attention to all those things. And by going outside Morth America, "they're
expanding their entertainment potential to the maximum,” ToozZe said.

"I''m going to have my OY0s for the rest of my life" he added. "So are most people. Their DYDs are going to
last longer than the equipment they're watching them on”

All the maore reasaon to buy the best, wherever the best may be.

jheinrichi@thegazette canwest.ocom



	montrealgazette_09-12-06.tif
	page1.tif
	page2.tif
	page3.tif

